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that move in the future,”
Cummings said.

Cummings told the
crowd of about 20 persons
that the Board needed to hear
from its membership to learn
what the membership likes
and dislikes about the new
measures the Board goes
through each month.

The Board also learned
that the costs of the 2017
Annual Meeting were
significantly lower than costs
in 2016. In 2016, the cost
of the annual meeting was
$112,640.05 compared with
$76,619.97 in 2017.

EMC General Manager
Jeremy Nelms told the board
that he believed the cost savings
came in the form of not having
paper ballots printed to send to
the membership.

President Cummings
agreed that made a significant
financial difference. He added
that it also had another impact,
one of the lowest voting
turnouts in EMC history.

“I’m going on record
saying I think we should
revisit using paper ballots in
future elections,” President
Cummings said. “Online
voting left something to be
desired.”

Cummings asked
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members to contact their
representatives on the board
and let them know if they want
paper ballots included in next
year’s elections.

Director Larry Williams
said the voting turnout was a
disgrace.

“We’ve got 50,000
members and only a little
more than 1,900 voted in our
last election,” he said. “That’s
pitiful.”

Williams added that
he does not support having
only county specific voting
measures to elect directors
as requested at the Annual
Meeting by the membership.
One thing was certain, no one
verified that those persons
attending the annual meeting
were in fact members of
the cooperative with voting
privileges, Williams said.

Director Bert Rogers
also disagreed with the county
specific voting method.

“I represent the
cooperative, not just Towns
County,” Rogers said.

Williams said that he
believed the EMC’s new
attorney, Charles Autry, should
do some due diligence to
determine if holding votes
specific to each county was
legal.

Meanwhile, Nelms told
the Directors that the cost of
Hurricane Irma in September
was approximately $596,000.

“I feel like we were
spared significantly,” Nelms
said. “We had everything back
on (electricity) within 70 hours.
We hope to get 75 percent of
that back from the feds. The
question is, if and when.”

Meanwhile, Nelms
explained that he was exploring
a pilot program by the Rural
Utilities Service that would
allow the refinancing of federal
financing bank loans. There is
a $600 million max debt load
that could be refinanced.

The cooperative has
already submitted all loans
with higher interest rates (close
to $50 million of debt) to be
considered for refinancing in
the pilot program.

“If we take all the notes
more than 2 percent in interest
and refinance them, it would
save hundreds of thousands in
interest,” Nelms said. “That’s
a significant savings.”

Director Gene Mason
received recognition in the
meeting for completing the
Credentialed Cooperative
Director program in December
of 2016, and received his
certificate of completion at the
start of the November board
meeting.
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More than a dozen members of the Blue Ridge Mountain EMC attended the first ever regular
board meeting open to the membership on Thursday, Nov. 16. Photo/Byron McCombs
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of the Year,” adding that her
success comes from having
such awesome students and
wonderful coworkers at the
high school.

Over at Union County
Elementary School, Brittany
Jordan said she, too, was
honored to have been chosen
as teacher of the year.

Jordan is a Union County

native who graduated from
Union County High in 2002.
She attended Brenau University
for her bachelor’s degree and
Piedmont College for her
master’s degree.

She has been a teacher
for 12 years now, with the past
five of those spent between the
third and fourth grades at Union
County Elementary.

Brittany Jordan with husband Joe and daughters on Aug. 21,

2017 - Eclipse Day. Photo/Facebook

Currently, Jordan teaches
fourth grade students, and she
has two children — Mya, age 6,
and Maddyn, age 2 — with her
husband Joe.

“My personal teaching
philosophy is the teacher is the
facilitator in the classroom,” said
Jordan, who became a teacher
because she loves kids. “I am
there to support my students
and help meet their needs,
academically and physically.

“Bach child is very unique
and special. I set expectations
for them and treat each of them
like they are my own.”

Jordan thanks her fellow
teachers and staff for their
support, and said that each of
them are teachers of the year in
her book.

Check back with the Nov.
29 edition of the North Georgia
News for more interviews with
Union County Teachers of the
Year.
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Art Centre

Art Gallery * Pottery Studio * Art Classes
563 Gainesville Hwy..1 mile south of town
Blairsville 6A 30512
(706) 835-1257
www.OliveTreeArtCentre.com

WAZOO! QUITTING
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Longarm Quilting
Commission Quilts
Quilt Restoration
‘ ' Quick Turn Around

Located in Blairsville, GA

706-781-1423

GANNS BONEFURNISEN

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the
Back Door We've Got You Covered!”
568 Blue Ridge St. * Blairsville, GA
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Mon-Fri 9am-6pm * Sat 9am-4pm ¢ Closed Sun

SMALL BUSINESS
& INDIVIDUALS!

Dermott J. Tracey, CPA

706-745-9025
178 Mystic Overlook, Blairsville, GA
djtracey5@yahoo.com

RECOVE
WAL 0V,
N
PAINT & BODY
(706) 745-9703

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

DIVISION INC.

706+400+2988

DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS
SUB DIVISIONS
TAR/GRAVEL

CommercialCIResidential)

Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

w7 106-743-8685

1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.
www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

235 Old Farm View
Blairsville, GA 30512

SeEams SEw SIMPLE

Upholstery

Upholstery Repairs
Furniture, Boats, & More!
seamssewsimplega@gmail.com

239-963-7166
Joseph Janicki

Guided Trail Ride
¥ Fall Foliage from Horseback ¥

Book now for your fall foliage
ride in one of North Georgia’s
most beautiful mountain settings

One & Two Hour Rides offered for rides
through serene woods, open meadows and

mountain streams. Reservations recommended www. Trackrock.com

Michelin
BFG

| Uniroyal

Specializing In:
Alignment « Computer Balancing
Brakes + Auto Repair
Industrial Foam Fill
QOil Changes

Thomas Tire, Inc.
Auto & Big Truck Service

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

Oscar Thomas - Owner
(706) 745-0264

Budget

Blinds

The best in custom blinds and window coverings

Free In-Home Consultation!

Shutters « Wood Blinds « Honeycomb
Roller/Solar Shades « Roman Shades « Vertical Blinds
Woven Woods and Much More!
www.budgetblinds.com

Call Today! 706-745-0009

Personal Loans - Starter Loans Cons't;idation Loans and more

417 Blue Ridge Street, Suite I
BLAIRSVILLE
706-745-6111

* All loans subject to our liberal credit policy
and limitations, if any. 1st Franklin Finan-
cial Corporation, NMLSR#141654, Georgia
Residential Mortgage Licensee #5656.

www. Iffc.com
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NORTH
GEORGIA
MOVING

0"— Local & Long Haule

20 Years Experience « Insured

Stephen Young, Owner/Operator
706-970-7573

stephengyoung77@gmail.com /

Litton Landscaping, Inc.
1250 Collins Road
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-745-5478
Cell 706-781-4858

Complete Design
Installation
Maintenance
“We go the extra mile” g3

Hemphill Vinyl Siding And
Metal Roofing Sales
154 Kelley Road
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-745-3145  706-745-9006
1-888-698-3225
Fax 706-745-8418
hvswi@windstream.net
Owner - Kenneth Hemphill
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PLACE YOUR

AD HERE!
Advertise with other
Local Business here in
the Blairsville areal!
Contact Derek Richards
706-994-8973
or 706-745-6343

MONTGOMERY
CONCRETE

~ FOR'ALL YOUR!CONCRETE/NEEDS ~
Forming through|Einishing, HouseSlabs,
= Driveways, Sidewalks;, Stamped
Colored Concrete. Top Quality/Work!
Big/Jobsiand/'SmallfJobs!

Serving North\Georgia‘since'1 997" |

~ Call 706-781-1806

24 Scott Drive ¢ Blairsville, GA
706-745-GRUB

Life « Health « Medicare Products

Cathy Jarrett

Licensed Insurance Agent

706-781-7832 » cathy@cathyjarrett.com

Annual Enrollment for Medicare
is October 15th - December 7th
Let me help you make the right

decisions concerning your healthcare




